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FROM THE EDITORS
Good evening, and welcome back to The Arena as we
kick off our Essex Senior Cup campaign. Our visitors
tonight are Brightlingsea Regent of the Isthmian League
North division. 

The Blues head into tonight’s cup tie on the back of a 2-
1 victory against Ramsgate at the weekend. Goals from
Alejandro Machado and Louie Johnson secured all three
points for Keith Rowland’s side.

Last season’s Essex Senior Cup campaign ended in
defeat on penalties away to Witham Town in the Third
Round. The game was decided on spot kicks following a
2-2 draw in normal time, with the hosts levelling the
scores in stoppage time.

Tonight will provide an opportunity for some of our
younger talents to get a taste of first team football,
with as many as six of our Under 23s expected to be
involved this evening. We are excited to see some of our
future Blues getting their opportunity, which highlights
the club’s ethos of providing young players with a
pathway to the first team.

Regent come into this evening’s fixture on the back of a
3-0 victory against Walthamstow, and will no doubt be
looking to go far in the competiton. They reached the
Quarter Finals last season, going out on penalties to
eventual winners Canvey Island.

We thank you for your support this evening, and hope
you enjoy the match.

The Isthmian Football League strongly supports the Football
Association’s statement that there should be a zero-tolerance
approach against all forms of discrimination. Any inappropriate
conduct toward others, including but not limited to that based on
an individual’s sex, race, colour, weight, size, religion and belief,
national origin, age, marital or domestic-partnership status,
disability, sexual orientation, or gender identity or expression, will
not be tolerated and will be reported to the relevant authorities.
The Isthmian League and our Member Clubs are committed to
promoting equity and equality by treating all people fairly and with
respect, by recognising that inequalities may exist, by taking steps
to address them and providing access  and  opportunities   for  all   
members  of   our   communities.

MATCH PREVIEW

Adam and Owen





Meet the Team
1 - Melvin Minter - Goalkeeper
Melvin signed for Brentwood Town from Bowers & Pitsea in January 2023. He
started his football journey with Oxford United and Brentford. He has played
for a variety of Step 1 & 2 clubs such as Chesterfield, Harrogate Town, Kings
Langley, Darlington and Concord Rangers. Melvin was part of our 2024/25 title
winning side, keeping 17 clean sheets in the league.

5 - Matt Cripps (C) - Defender
Matt joined Brentwood Town in June 2020 from Brightlingsea Regent where he
led them as captain to a 103 point Isthmian North league title. Since joining us
he has led the club, in 4 full seasons, he has taken us to two Isthmian North
play off finals, narrowly missing out on penalties both times, the Third Round
Proper of the F.A. Trophy, the furthest the club has been in the tournament to
date and the 2024/25 Isthmian North title. A true leader and exceptional
captain.

2 - Jon Nzengo - Defender
The right back joined Brentwood Town from Aveley in November 2023,  where
he also played under current manager Keith Rowland and made over 120
appearances. Nzengo has also played for Romford and East Thurrock United.
Since joining in November 2023, Nzengo has established himself as a first
team regular. A key part of our title winning side in 2024/25, only missing 4
games in league and cup competitions.

4 - Romel Aarons Royal - Defender
Romel joined Brentwood Town in September 2023 from Welling United. He
started his football career playing in the academies of Watford and Charlton
Athletic. The towering centre back Aarons Royal went on to establish himself
as a regular starter during the title winning season of 2024/25 making 43
appearances in all competitions even coming up with 3 goals, including a last
minute winner vs Cray Valley PM in the FA Trophy.

6 - Aron Pollock - Defender
Aron signed for Brentwood Town in June 2025 from Isthmian Premier side
Billericay Town. He started his football career with Leyton Orient where he
ended up making 11 senior appearances including a Man of the Match award
on his debut. Aron had loan spells whilst at Orient with Leatherhead and
Wealdstone before signing for Concord Rangers, making over 100
appearances including the F.A. Trophy final at Wembley.

23 - Max Hudson - Defender
Max joined Brentwood Town in the summer of 2025 following promotion to
the Isthmian Premier, from fellow Premier outfit Dulwich Hamlet. Hudson began
his footballing journey in the youth systems of Tottenham Hotspur and
Ipswich Town before signing for Concord Rangers in the National South. Max
has also played for Hertford Town and Hayes & Yeading in his time.



12 - Lee Noble - Midfielder
Lee returned to the club where he started his non-league career in 2006 at
the start of the 2024/25 season. During his time away, he spent 12 years at
Dartford becoming their 6  highest appearance holder of all time playing 489
games. With Dartford he won promotion to the National League South and the
National League. More recently, he has played for Tilbury and Heybridge
Swifts. A hardworking and experienced midfielder who was a key figure in the
centre of the park during the 2024/25 title winning season.

th

3 - Wyan Reid - Defender/Midfielder
Wyan re-joined Brentwood in the summer of 2025 for another stint with the
club ahead of our return to the Isthmian Premier Division. Being able to play in
any position on the right of the field, he is a welcome addition to the side
bringing strength and depth in all areas. Reid has played for a handful of clubs
around the south east including Aveley, Cheshunt, Hornchurch and a spell in
the National South with Concord Rangers.

15 - Andy Freeman - Defender/Midfielder
Andy came through the youth system and Under 21 teams at Brentwood Town
and established himself in the First Team by the end of the 2014/15 promotion
winning season. He won the player of the year award in 2015/16 and then again
in 2022/23, after his return to the club at the start of the 2019/20 season. A
vital part of our title winning side in 2024/25, missing only 2 games in all
competitions. A true fan favourite and great servant to the football club.

16 - Charlie Edwards - Midfielder
Charlie joined Brentwood Town in June 2025 from fellow Isthmian Premier
outfit Cray Wanderers. Last season with The Wands, he made 31 appearances
and scored 3 times. Prior to this, the midfielder spent two seasons with
Canvey Island appearing 64 times and scoring 8 goals. Along the way he has
also played for Hertford Town, Waltham Abbey, Wingate & Finchley and
Potters Bar Town.

18 - Ade Cole - Midfielder
Ade signed for Brentwood Town in January 2025 from Walthamstow. The
midfielder brought a wealth of experience to The Brentwood Arena halfway
through season becoming a regular starter and massive part of the 2024/25
title winning side. Ade previously also played for Folkestone Invicta, Braintree
Town Hemel Hempstead and Billericay Town.

8 - Shad Ngandu - Midfielder
Shad re-joined Brentwood Town in October 2023 after spells at Aveley, Hythe
Town, Maldon & Tiptree and Great Wakering Rovers. The midfielder came
through our academy system and was a key part of our promotion winning
side in 2014/15 to the Isthmian Premier. A creative attacking midfielder who
knows where the goal is, proves to be a fan favourite everywhere he has
played. Shad was a big part of the 2024/25 side that won the 2024/25 title,
amassing 32 appearances despite a lengthy injury sustained away at Hereford
in the F.A. Trophy.



7 - Sam Park - Midfielder
Sam returned to the club from Heybridge Swifts in June 2024. Park started his
career with Brentwood from a young age, rising through the youth system at
the club, making his first team debut in 2019. He would go on to make 34
appearances, scoring two goals, before departing for the Swifts in February
2023. During his time at Heybridge, Park was a vital player across their cup
qualifying rounds. Park made a handful of appearances and scored once in the
2024/25 season, a campaign sadly hampered by injuries.

19 - Louie Johnson - Midfielder
Louie joined Brentwood Town in May 2025 from Isthmian North side
Walthamstow following a very successful season with them. He was
Walthamstow’s top goalscorer in 2024/25 whilst also taking home their
Manager’s, Supporters’, Player’s and Young Player of The Season awards. Louie
began his senior football career with Enfield F.C. and has also played for
Redbridge, Bedford Town and Bishops Stortford in his career.

14 - Manny Ogunrinde - Forward
Manny joined Brentwood Town in May 2025 from fellow Isthmian Premier
outfit Aveley where he spent 5 years with the club making 130 appearances
and securing back to back promotions from the Isthmian North to the National
South. He was awarded the club’s Young Player of the Season in Aveley’s
debut year in Step 2. Manny started his senior career with a two year deal at
Salford City, part of the first cohort of the Academy ’92.

17 - Jesse Olukulu - Forward
Jesse joined Brentwood Town during the 2023/24 campaign from local side
Grays Athletic. He is a quick, creative and skilful winger always causing issues
for fullbacks. The young winger has also played for other local teams, Romford
and East Thurrock United. Olukolu was our third highest goalscorer in the title
winning season of 2024/25 scoring 8 goals and providing 11 assists from 44
appearances.

20 - Marlon Agyakwa - Midfielder
Marlon returned to Brentwood Town during the 2023/24 campaign. A
hardworking and skilful midfielder who played an integral part in the midfield
of the 2024/25 title winning season. Agyakwa is a product of the Southend
United academy set up and has also played for Canvey Island, Aveley and
Stowmarket Town, amongst others.

24 - Alejandro Machado - Midfielder
Midfielder Alejandro signed for Brentwood Town in October 2025 from fellow
Isthmian Premier outlet Aveley. The Spanish born midfielder began his
footballing journey with none other than Real Madrid. The Spaniard spent 6
years with the club before moving to England where has a played for a handful
of clubs in the English football pyramid, including Woodford Town, South Park
Reigate, Guiseley AFC, Basildon United and Grays Athletic.



11 - Benas Vaivada - Forward
Benas joined Brentwood Town from Bowers & Pitsea in the summer of 2024
following their promotion from the Isthmian North. Vaivada achieved back-to-
back promotion success by featuring in the Aveley squad that won the
Isthmian Premier Play-Offs in 2022/23, as the Millers were promoted to the
National League South. Benas added to his promotion success making it three
consecutive promotions as an integral part of our 2024/25 title winning
scoring 15 goals and 13 assists.

22 - Charlee Hughes - Forward
Striker Charlee signed for Brentwood Town from Aveley in June 2025 for his
second stint at the club, following promotion to the Isthmian Premier. Charlee
began his footballing journey at the academy of Football League club Leyton
Orient. He has played for a number of clubs between Steps 4 and 1 including
Wealdstone, Hemel Hempstead and Maldon & Tiptree. Charlee also managed
two Isthmian North Golden Boot awards in back to back seasons with
Brentwood Town and Maldon & Tiptree.

10 - Daniel Ogunleye - Forward
Forward Daniel began his footballing journey in the youth system of
Brentwood Town before becoming part of the first team set up. Daniel’s true
breakthrough season came in 2024/25 when given the chance to lead the line,
he bagged 43 goals and 13 assists in all competitions for the Blues, bagging
himself the Golden Boot and a place in the Isthmian North TOTS. Ogunleye
played a vital part in the 2024/25 title winning campaign, scoring goals at
some of the most crucial times.

21 - Kymani Thomas - Forward
Kymani joined Brentwood Town in June 2025 from Isthmian North side
Waltham Abbey. During his time at Capershotts he contributed 11 league goals.
The winger began his footballing career at Dulwich Hamlet and Beckenham
Town before moving to Herne Bay where he found the net 10 times in 29
appearances. He has also had spells with Walthamstow and National South
side Ebbsfleet United.





Keith Rowland - First Team Manager
Keith enjoyed a distinguished professional playing career as a
defender, featuring for clubs such as AFC Bournemouth, West Ham
Utd and Queens Park Rangers. Internationally, Rowland earned 19
caps for Northern Ireland between 1993 and 1999, scoring once in a
UEFA Euro 2000 qualifying match against Finland.

Transitioning into coaching, Rowland began at Aveley, helping lead
them to the Isthmian Premier League playoffs. He then served as
assistant manager at Braintree Town under Alan Devonshire. He then
became manager of Wingate & Finchley where he achieved two club
record high league finishes over three successful seasons.

Keith joined Brentwood in October 2023 and led us to the Isthmian
North Play Off final in his first season, narrowly missing out on
promotion after losing on penalties to Bowers & Pitsea after beating
Bury Town 1-3 away in the semi-final. The season of 2024/25 saw
Keith’s first full season in charge of the Blues, where he guided the
club to a club record Third Round of the F.A. Trophy and to the
Isthmian North title for the first time in the club’s history.

Meet the STAFF

Steve Butterworth - Assistant Manager
Steve joined us in October 2023 as part of Keith Rowland’s coaching
team. He joined us with a wealth of experience from his playing
career spending a lot of his time in Step 1 and 2 with many teams
including Chelmsford City, Dartford and Newport County.

Steve played for Brentwood Town under Steve Witherspoon during
his first stint as manager. He retired from playing in January 2019
from Great Wakering Rovers and took the step into management
becoming their manager. Before eventually moving onto Romford and
East Thurrock United.

John Witham - Goalkeeping Coach
John joined Keith’s backroom team as goalkeeping coach in the
summer of 2025 from Aveley, where he had been since 2019. He
links up with Keith Rowland once again, having worked with him
previously at Parkside. Prior to his spell at Aveley, John was
involved in the coaching setup at Sawbridgeworth Town. 



Steve Patient - First Team Physiotherapist
Steve is a dedicated and passionate physiotherapist with over
12 years experience in injury prevention, treatment, and
rehabilitation within the fast-paced and dynamic world of
grassroots sport. Steve works closely alongside players and the
staff to assist recovery from injuries, prepare them for match
days and educate them on prevention strategies to empower
the players to reach their full potential safely and effectively.

Lee Watson - First Team Coach
Lee started with Brentwood as an Opposition Analyst in June
2023, then moving onto assisting with Goalkeeper Coaching
during the 2023/24 season. He remains part of Keith’s backroom
team, assisting with Coaching and Matchday Operations. A key
part of the backroom staff which helped guide the club to their
first ever league title in 2025/26.

Nathan Lugg - Kit Manager and Team Logistics
Luggy rejoined us in the summer of 2023 for his third spell with
us as Kit Manager. Nathan worked in the professional game as
First Team Kit Manager at Wycombe Wanderers and Aldershot
Town whilst also being Head Academy Kit Manager at Charlton
Athletic, West Ham United and Nottingham Forest.

Alex Akrofi - Attacking Coach
Alex started his football career at Brentwood Town in 2013 and
scored a hat-trick in the 2014/15 Play Off Final when we were
promoted to the Isthmian Premier. He then moved on to
Maidstone United and Tonbridge Angels where he achieved
promotion with both clubs in separate seasons into the
Conference South before achieving another promotion with
Aveley into the Isthmian Premier before finally finishing up his
playing career at Tilbury in January 2025 and joining us as a
coach the same month.

Tommy Morgan - First Team Coach
Tommy came aboard Keith Rowland’s backroom team during
the 2024/25 season. Tommy assists with matchday logistics
and operations and helps with goalkeeping coaching. Tommy
was part of the backroom team during the 2024/25 title winning
season.





January
03/01/26 BRENTWOOD TOWN VS CRAY WANDERERS (L)
10/01/26 CHATHAM TOWN VS BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)
17/01/26 BILLERICAY TOWN VS BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)
24/01/26 BRENTWOOD TOWN VS DULWICH HAMLET (L)
31/01/26 DARTFORD VS BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)

February
07/02/26 BRENTWOOD TOWN CRAY VALLEY PM (L)
14/02/26 RAMSGATE VS BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)
21/02/26 BRENTWOOD TOWN VS WHITEHAWK (L)
28/02/26 WINGATE & FINCHLEY VS BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)

March
07/03/26 BRENTWOOD TOWN VS LEWES (L)
14/03/26 HASHTAG UNITED VS BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)
21/03/26 BRENTWOOD TOWN VS FOLKESTONE INVICTA (L)
28/03/26 BRENTWOOD TOWN VS CHATHAM TOWN (L)

April
04/04/26 BURGESS HILL TOWN VS BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)
06/04/26 BRENTWOOD TOWN VS WELLING UNITED (L)
11/04/26 CARSHALTON ATH VS BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)
18/04/26 CHESHUNT VS BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)
25/04/26 BRENTWOOD TOWN VS CHICHESTER CITY (L)

BRENTWOOD TOWN F.C.
FIXTURES AND RESULTS 2025/26

August
08/08/25 AVELEY 1-1 BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)
12/08/25 BRENTWOOD TOWN 3-2 S ST ALBANS CITY (L)
16/08/25 POTTERS BAR TOWN 3-4 BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)
23/08/25 BRENTWOOD TOWN 2-1 BURGESS HILL TOWN (L)
25/08/25 CRAY WANDERERS 1-5 BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)
30/08/25 BRENTWOOD TOWN 2-1 LEIGHTON TOWN (FAC1Q)

September
06/09/25 BRENTWOOD TOWN 3-2 CARSHALTON ATH (L)
09/09/25 BRENTWOOD TOWN 1-0 CANVEY ISLAND (L)
13/09/25 ROYSTON TOWN 1-0 BRENTWOOD TOWN (FAC2Q)
20/09/25 BRENTWOOD TOWN 3-0 BILLERICAY TOWN (L)
27/09/25 DULWICH HAMLET 1-2 BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)

October
04/10/25 WESTFIELD 1-2 BRENTWOOD TOWN (FAT3Q)
11/10/25 BRENTWOOD TOWN 1-1 DARTFORD (L)
14/10/25 CANVEY ISLAND 3-2 BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)
18/10/25 BRENTWOOD TOWN 2-1 RAMSGATE (L)
21/10/25 BRENTWOOD TOWN VS BRIGHTLINSEA RGT (ESC)
25/10/25 BRENTWOOD TOWN VS WELLING UNITED (FATR1)
28/10/25 CRAY VALLEY PM VS BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)

November
01/11/25 BRENTWOOD TOWN VS WINGATE & FINCHLEY (L)
04/11/25 WHITEHAWK VS BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)
08/11/25 LEWES VS BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)
11/11/25 ST ALBANS CITY VS BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)
15/11/25 BRENTWOOD TOWN VS CHESHUNT (L)
22/11/25 CHICHESTER CITY VS BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)
29/11/25 BRENTWOOD TOWN VS AVELEY (L)

December
06/12/25 FOLKESTONE INVICTA VS BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)
13/12/25 BRENTWOOD TOWN VS HASHTAG UNITED (L)
20/12/25 POTTERS BAR TOWN VS BRENTWOOD TOWN (L)
27/12/25 BRENTWOOD TOWN VS WELLING UNITED (L)

NEXT THREE
HOME GAMES

01
11

25
10

15
11





Brentwood Town 2-1 Ramsgate
Saturday 18th October 2025
Isthmian Premier Division

Louie Johnson's spectacular 75th
minute goal proved decisive as
league leaders Brentwood got back
to winning ways. Despite having a
healthy lead at the top of the league,
Blues went into the match having
dropped points in their previous two
matches, but they have showed they
are serious title contenders and now
have a six-point lead at the top of the
Isthmian Premier League table. 

The home side had the edge in the
early stages and took a tenth minute
lead through Alejandro Machedo's
diving header at the far post from
Andrew Freeman's left wing cross.
The Blues could have increased the
lead ten minutes later when Daniel
Ogunleye broke down the right and
crossed to the far post where
Freeman's header was cleared off the
line.

But the Rams were soon level when
Alfie Paxman converted from the
penalty spot, and they went close to
taking the lead from Billy Munday’s
header from a corner.

Ramsgate keeper Aiden Prall
prevented         Fletcher         Hubbard

restoring Blues lead before Melvin
Minter rescued his defence with a
good save at the other end after a
mistake in the home defence let in
Gate’s Joe Taylor. 

The visitors should have been ahead
in the 64th minute with their second
penalty of the afternoon but Tijan
Jadama shot wide from the spot kick.

Minter and Prall were both busy again
before Johnson's solo run took him
through three defenders and fired
into the corner goal from the edge of
the area.

By Ken Hobbs

MATCH REPORT
vs ramsgate 
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Player Sponsorships 2025/26
M

EL
V

IN
 M

IN
TE

R

SPONSORED BY
PAUL FRYETT & SHEENA HULL

JO
N

 N
ZE

N
G

O
SPONSORED BY
DENIS EASTHAM

M
A

TT
 C

RI
PP

S

SPONSORED BY
BRIAN CRIPPS

RO
M

EL
 A

A
RO

N
S-

RO
YA

L

SPONSORED BY
ANDY HARRIS

M
A

X 
H

U
D

SO
N

SPONSORED BY
GRANGE IT GROUP LTD

A
N

D
Y 

FR
EE

M
A

N
SPONSORED BY

HARRIS ELECTRICAL

W
YA

N
 R

EI
D

SPONSORED BY
STEELART SCAFFOLDING

C
H

A
RL

IE
 E

D
W

A
RD

S

SPONSORED BY 
HARRIS ELECTRICAL

SA
M

 P
A

RK

SPONSORED BY
CUMBERLAND GROUP 

SH
A

D
 N

G
A

N
D

U

SPONSORED BY
THE RYALLS

M
A

RL
O

N
 A

G
YA

KW
A

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE

A
RO

N
 P

O
LL

O
C

K 

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE



To sponsor a player for you or your business, contact John Schultz on
commercial@brentwoodtownfc.co.uk
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Barry Hearn OBE,
President of Matchroom Sport
wishes Brentwood Town F.C.

all the very best for the
2025/26 season.



Keith Rowland

1 Melvin Minter (GK)
3 Wyan Reid
4 Romel Aarons Royal
5 Matt Cripps (C)
7 Sam Park
10 Danny Ogunleye
11 Benas Vaivada
12 Max Hawkins
13 Matas Skoro (GK)
15 Andy Freeman
16 Charlie Edwards
19 Connor Grace
20 Louie Gibbins
21 Callum Goodey
22 Charlee Hughes
25 Fletcher Hubbard
26 Josh Lawford

Referee - Stuart Jarman
Assistant Referees - Lewis Moore and Robert Watson

Ryan Salter

(C) CHARLIE DURLING
(VC) FINLAY ADAMS
 (GK) LUKE AVENELL

ALEX MARSH
JOSHUA CHAPMAN
MATTHEW TRICKER

MICHAEL OKAFOR
RICKY GRIGGS

CAMERON JESSUP
JAKE CLOWSLEY

CALLUM HARRISON
AYOMIDE ADELAJA

DYLAN KETLEY-GREGAN
JACK MARSHALL

HARRY MCDONALD
JOSH RIZA

LUCA TERMINIELLO
GEORGE DOYLE
IDREESS NAMISI

THOMAS STACEY
DANIEL ROWE

ALEX SCOTCHER
SAMSON UWANDU

SHANE TEMPLE
KAYA DONOHOE

OLA BELLO
DEXTER BUDGEN-JONES

Programme designed and produced by Owen Gunn and Adam Farmer
Printed by The DS Group

For any programme enquiries, please email owen.gunn@brentwoodtownfc.co.uk

Tonight’s Squads

Tuesday 21st October 2025


